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for averting the evils of civil war, and to give one heart
and one mind to the people in defence of their just rights.
But since the character of the gentlemen who drew up
these words was-far from being so grave or so religious
as torgive any weight to that Resolution in their hands,
they prevailed on a venerable elder, Mr. Nicholas, to
propose it in his own name. Accordingly when proposed
by Mr. Nicholas the appointment of the 1st of Jane as a
day of fasting and prayer passed without opposition
Such a vote without the Governor's sanction was deemed
a daring inroad on his authority. The Earl of Dunmore,
who at that period filled the office, on the very next clay
and in much wrath dissolved the Assembly. But a large
majority of the members, nothing daunted, repaired to
the Raleigh Tavern; and in their favourite Apollo
chamber signed Articles of Association pledging them-
selves against the purchase of British merchandise, and
desiring their Committee of Correspondence to communi-
cate with the Committees of the other Colonies on the
expediency of appointing delegates to meet not merely on
this occasion but every year in General Congress.

Nearly the same feeling was displayed in the other
Colonies. The Boston Port Bill was commonly printed
with a black border round it, as though it contained
funeral news; and it was cried in the streets of many
towns under the title of " A barbarous, cruel, bloody, and
" inhuman murder." At Philadelphia the Quakers were
beginning to deem it inconsistent with their principles
to strive any further against the Government; but the
rest of the inhabitants agreed to suspend all business on
the 1st of June. In most places the Virginia Resolution
was adopted, and the day was set aside for fasting and
prayer. To relieve the people of Boston under the im-
pending loss of their trade subscriptions of money were
announced; and by means of the Corresponding Com-
mittees there was set on foot a combination under the
ominous name of the " Solemn League and Covenant"
neither to purchase nor consume any more goods from
Great Britain until their grievances should be re-
dressed.

At Boston itself on the morning of the 1st of June all
eyes were anxiously turned to the town-clock which had